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Athena

 

Luna

 

Coco

 

Our wonderful animals:
Love on four paws.

 

 
Shelly

 

Kobe

 

 
Properly trained, a man can be

dog's best friend.
 

                     Corey Ford

 

 

 
Naomi

 

Petey

 

Lambchop

 

 
Remy

 

Glenda

 

 Ashley

 

 

 
Cleo 

 

Mauris

 

 

Wish List
 

Scoopable Kitty Litter (LOTS!)
 

Gas Cards
(for transporting animals to
and from the vet and foster

homes)
 

Dog and Cat Treats
 

Dog and Cat Toys

 

 
There  are two means of

refuge from the miseries of
life: music and cats.

 
                     Albert Schweitzer 

  

 

  Sweetie

 

   

   Roxy

 

 

 
Halo 

 

 

 
Gus 

 

 

 
Stacy

 

 

 
 

Susie Q

 

 
Julie 

 

 
 

Pepper

 

 

Honey Bear

 

 

Chula

 

  

Marti

 

  

Dartanian

The Florida Keys SPCA proudly participates
in the Science Diet feeding program for

animal shelters.

 

   

Merlot

 

   

Bucci

 

 

Tom

 

  

Schooner
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Cool tips for a hot summer

Hot weather is hard on pets. Here are some ways to keep your animal safe and healthy
this summer.
 
Don't take them in the car unless you absolutely have to. In just ten minutes, on
only a moderately hot day, a car can heat up to dangerously high temperatures, even
if you open the windows. Your pet will be much more comfortable -- and safer -- left
at home.
 
Walks. Try to exercise your pet when the weather is cooler -- early morning and late
evening. Don't run or bike with your dog during the hot summer months. On a hot day,
pets will become dehydrated very quickly, so pack plenty of water when you go to the
park or the beach.
 
Short-nose breeds, such as Boxers, Pugs and Persians are especially susceptible to
breathing problems in hot weather.
 
Signs of heat stroke: excessive panting, vomiting, loss of appetite, lethargy. Contact
your veterinarian if your pet exhibits any of these signs.
 
BBQ hazards: According to Dr. Michael Pavletic, director of surgery at Massachusetts
SPCA's Angell Hospital in Boston, the following simple, discarded items can cause
serious gastrointestinal problems: corn cobs, peach pits, chicken, beef and pork
bones; foil, plastic wrap and cotton string used to bind roasts; grease and meat
drippings spilled onto loose wood/gravel; wood or bamboo skewers.
Avoid an emergency trip to your veterinarian by disposing of these items in a secure
garbage can. Grease and meat drippings should be hosed off if they fall on the ground.
(Dr. Pavletic says he once had to remove a small bucket of gravel from the stomach of
a German shepherd!)

Brothers make a video at the shelter

Key West High School students, Bryan and Brandon Guerrero are both 18-years-old and
produced a very moving video about a lost dog in their television production class. We
asked the boys to tell us how it all came about:
 
"The idea originally came from our teacher Mr.Smith (Ed Smith)...  The film took
about a month to make. this included filming at the shelter and filming at home. As
well as the countless number of re-edits to the video. The main goal for this project
was to tell a sad story without using words and in a very short amount of time. Our
teacher really enjoyed the video as well as other students mainly because we pulled
off something emotional. We made them feel bad for our dog (named Rocky by the
way) in the first few seconds of the video but we manage to give a happy ending to
it after all."
 
Encouraged by their good friend and long-time shelter volunteer, Riley Schill, the
Guerrero brothers are now regular volunteers at the shelter, too.
 

Video makers Bryan and Brandon Guerrero (and friend)

Important information for dog owners

Local veterinarians are reporting several recent cases of parvo. The parvo virus is
highly contagious among dogs (humans are not affected) and you should be aware of
the symptoms: lethargy and loss of appetite followed by vomiting and diarrhea.
Immediate veterinary care is essential.
 
Prevention is the only way you can be sure your dog avoids this nasty, life-threatening
virus, so please check -- right now! -- that your dog's shots are current.

Lost golf balls help Oscar's Fund

 

 
 
 
The golf course next to the shelter gave long-time volunteers and good friends,
Georgia Favelli and Lisa Cowen, a great idea to raise money for Oscar's Fund, our
special fund that helps pay for the sometimes expensive veterinary treatment for
animals that arrive at the shelter sick or wounded. Here's how it works: they collect
golf balls they find as they walk our shelter dogs, and take them to the Key West Golf
Club. In turn, the golf club donates 25 cents for each ball. So far, they have collected
over $25.
 
If you would like to donate to Oscar's Fund (golf balls or money gratefully accepted!)
send checks to 5230 College Road, Key West, FL 33040, or call the shelter at
305.294.4857 to make a credit card payment, or bring your golf balls along to the
shelter.

Girl Scouts visit the shelter

 

 
 
When members of Girl Scouts Troop 315 decided that they would like to donate part of
the profits of their cookie sales to the shelter, they wanted to present their check
personally. Imagine our astonishment when the eight- to ten-year-olds brought a
whopping $200 when they visited the shelter in early June!  
We gave them a tour and talked about bite prevention. They schmoozed with the cats
and made food puzzles for the dogs. Animal Control Officer Mark Gongre talked to them
about the work he does and showed them the truck and equipment he uses in his job.
 
Troop leader Lori Neilson tells us the girls had a wonderful time and look forward to
visiting us again. Thanks, girls, for the wonderful donation and for caring about the
animals!

A volunteer's happy tail

As you know, we love our volunteers and couldn't do what we do without them. We
thought it would be interesting to hear from one our volunteers about the invaluable
work they do. Here's what Peg Owen told us:
 
I started volunteering at the shelter in October 2010, and it's been so fun and fulfilling.  I
love all those furry little faces peering out from behind the fences looking for some love! 
I can't help but have my favorites, and I love to get the updates on who was adopted
when I come back each week.  Volunteering at community events is always a good time,
too.  Events like Conch Fest and The Animal Expo were fun to be involved with and are
great ways to get out and talk to people about the shelter, the animals, and what the
FKSPCA does every day.  I couldn't resist one of the residents when I first started
volunteering, and I'm happy to say my husband and I adopted Cheety soon after I got
involved with the organization.  Couldn't be happier with that doofy, happy Pug‐mix! 

Peg and Cheety having fun

 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, pick up a form at the shelter - we'd love
to hear from you.

FKSPCA Alumni news  
 
 
One of the things we enjoy most is hearing news and seeing photos of shelter
alumni! Send us photos, emails, letters about the best friend you adopted from us and
we'll share them in our newsletters and on our website.   

 
Here's what Key West artist JT Thompson had to say:
Beau is a great buddy... and he came from the FKSPCA shelter! Now a three-and-a-
half-year-old bulldog/lab mix, he is a gentle, loving and extremely smart companion who
joins me daily at my studio, greeting clients. It was perfect that we found each other
at the shelter -- he's all about giving kisses and gives me the unconditional love
everyone needs - and I give it right back to him!
 
JT has had several doggie buddies from the shelter and advises, "If you are looking for
a friend, check out the loving animals at the shelter - all they want is a good home
with you!"

JT and Beau

 
Kim and Greg Meintjes gave us this update on Harley:

Just wanted to drop a note to say how Harley is doing. We have had her two weeks
now & she has adapted very quickly to her new home. She does good getting out of
the doggy door if the plastic flap isn't down, that startles her! She learned quickly to
use the outside for the bathroom & found out where the treat box was the first day.
We had concerns that Harley, as a puppy, would annoy Casey (our first rescue dog)
but more often than not Casey seeks her out to play. They share the space in the
Jeep very well; Harley already looks forward to going places. We still haven't
introduced her to the boat or a lot of water activities but that's coming next. Thought
bath time might be difficult but she took to it just fine. She is a sweet, loving little girl
that sneaks on the bed in the night to be close to us. Once again, thank you FKSPCA
for providing us with another valued member of our family. 

Harley dreaming sweet
dreams alongside house-mate
Casey, also a FKSPCA alumnus

 
Chucky Cheese, a fiesty little Pomeranian mix, used to chase staff members out of his
kennel when he first arrived at the shelter in 2006. "He would bark at us and try to bite
our heels as we would try to leave," recalls Cathy Baier, our dog trainer and
behaviorist. "It was a worry because sometimes he could get pretty serious about it.
He did have his issues and we knew he would need a very special home." 
  
Enter Donna Fluharty, who saw the gem that Chucky was to become. She took on the
challenge and succeeded so well that Chucky (now Charlie) was recent runner up in
the American Top Dog Model contest, and will be featured in a 2013 calendar. And the
story gets even better!  In 2009, Donna's sister, Darlene Samuels, met and fell in love
with another Pomeranian from the shelter named Chica. And so Chica (now Biscuit) also
found a wonderful home when Darlene decided to adopt her.  Recently both sisters and
their dogs have relocated and are living the good life in Sarasota FL, enjoying days at
the beach and their lives together as one big happy family.
 
Donna's recent letter concluded, "Charlie is six now. I will celebrate his birthday next
month - 4th of July which is when I adopted him. I will forever be grateful to you and
the Florida Keys SPCA for my precious boy, and Biscuit has enriched Darlene's life so
much. They are two lucky little dogs but not nearly as lucky as us for getting the
privilege of adopting them." 
 
Long time FKSPCA supporter Linda Curtis wrote to us recently from Ohio: Here is a
snapshot of my new little one...who was called Gianna at the shelter...but now is
named "Tasha."  Tasha just loves romping around with her big brother, Higgins. They
go together to the "Doggie Park" here in Chagrin Falls and on nice long walks around
and through-out our little village with Tim and I!  We BOTH have a dog to walk!  They
love it ...and so do we!  Tasha got a wonderful "summer cut" from John in Key West
before we left and she looks as cute as a button!  They are a GREAT pair....and have,
definitely, enriched our life! They are both such 
a joy in different and unique ways! See you in the Fall!    
  

Tasha and Higgins with proud owners, Linda and Tim Curtis

  
This June, we were privileged to attend the American Cancer Society's Bark for
Life event at Higgs Beach here in Key West. The gathering honored pets who were a
mainstay and comfort for cancer survivors while they underwent treatment, and also
honored pets who were cancer survivors themselves. We saw quite a few shelter
alumni, including Emmalina, seen here with proud owner Fran Ford:
  

Fran Ford with Emmelina

  
Marietta was one of our longest guests at the shelter: five years in all. Rescued in
Chalmette, Louisiana, in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, she was brought to Key
West and treated for a broken jaw and severe exposure. Now, she is living the good
life in Key West with Veronika and Tim Bunk, who also adopted Marietta's best friend at
the shelter, Chiku. Veronika sent us this charming photo the other day.
 

(l to r) Chiku, Veronika and Marietta

 
 

School visits
 
On April 19, Cathy Baier and Elaine Howell, our volunteer coordinator, were invited to
present our bite prevention program to all the first-graders at Stanley Switlik
Elementary School in Marathon. The invitation followed from a prior visit to the school
when Elaine appeared as special guest on the fifth-graders' morning TV show, along
with Benji (see Alumni News in the April/May newsletter). Elaine had so much fun that
day, she was delighted to be invited back to the school.
  
The first grade curriculum includes a unit involving pets so the children had some good
background information and asked excellent questions. In all, Cathy and Elaine did
three presentations, two classes at each one. As a thank-you, the children wrote
notes and drew pictures for them:
 

 
 

In May, animal control officer Mark Gongre visited Poinciana Elementary School for
Career Day. The children were intrigued by the various equipment Mark uses but were
most delighted by two of the shelter's pups, Amos and Andy, whom Mark brought
along.
 

Mark told us that the two pups did very well on their "first day at school"!
 

Fundraiser at the Bottlecap
 
The Bottlecap Bar and Lounge in Key West has a wonderful tradition of hosting
fundraisers for various non-profits every Friday evening. All tips collected are given to
that organization. On Friday, June 10th, we were invited to be the evening's
beneficiary and were delighted to accept. Our "celebrity bartender" was Dr. Kristen
Jensen of All Animal Clinic, who was kept very busy pouring drinks for the FKSPCA
supporters who stopped by. 

Kristen's tips and the proceeds from a silent auction and t-shirt sales raised $2,400
for Oscar's Fund, the FKSPCA's special fund to pay for veterinary care for animals that
arrive at the shelter sick or injured. Thanks, Kristen, and special thanks to Carolyn
Sullivan and Carmelo Vitale, owners of the Bottlecap. for their generous spirit every
Friday evening.
 

FKCC students help the shelter
 
When Florida Keys Community College student Joshua Arbogast and room mate Jake
Bourgraf adopted a dog from us this spring, they decided they wanted to show their
appreciation for the work they saw being done at the shelter. Marine biology student
Joshua also happens to be president of the FKCC's Environmental Club, which duly set
up donation boxes in the college library and main lobby, and collected monetary
donations, too.
 
Not content with just delivering those donations, on April 1st, members of the club and
student government came to the shelter offering to help staff in any way, from
cleaning to raking leaves to playing with the dogs to brushing the cats.
 
Our shelter director, Luann Huff, was delighted. "Of course we are very grateful for the
donations and for the students' hard work. More than that, though, we applaud their
spirit in wanting to help their local community through their own efforts."
 

Students having fun with the dogs, surrounded by
donations they brought us

Calling all bunny lovers! 
 
The FKSPCA is hoping to build a support network of rabbit enthusiasts as part of our
rabbit rescue work. Unfortunately, rabbits are the third most common animal
surrendered to animal shelters and also one of the most challenging to find quality
homes for, due to their unique needs. Our shelter is seeing more rabbits and
unfortunately, the rabbit rescue that we worked with in the past has left the state and
is no longer an option for us.  Other responsible rescue groups we have contacted
typically run at full capacity and rarely can take any of our homeless bunnies. If you
are interested in adopting a house rabbit, providing a foster home for a rabbit, or
donating rabbit supplies, (hay, pellets, fresh greens)  please contact Cathy Baier at
the shelter (305.294.4857).
 

Dearest FKSPCA  
 
We are very proud of our 6/60 program which offers free adoptions of animals six years
or older to people aged sixty or more. We recently received the following letter
from Lynda Paradise who graciously allowed us to share it with you.
 
Dearest FKSPCA:

 Just wanted to let you know that this morning, my beloved April was put to sleep due to
metastatic lung cancer, secondary to a large abdominal tumor, which was only recently
diagnosed, but beyond the point where she could be helped.  From the time of her diagnosis last
week to her last breath this morning, she was loved, cared for and pampered.  This morning at
3:00 AM, it became obvious that I would have to make the worst decision in the world.

 On July 10, 2010 I became the blessed owner of April as part of the Seniors for Seniors program
you sponsor.  She was a big girl with lovely green eyes who had been tossed over one of your
fences in April, hence her name.  The lovely people who tender the cats at the FKSPCA took
wonderful care of her, but noted that she was not doing well when placed among to larger group
of other cats that were available for adoption.  She was moved to the back section and given lots
of attention, love and food  On one of my trips to your facility, seeking a special kitty, I was
introduced to April.  It was love at first sight for both of us.  The following Saturday, she came
home with me and took over the house.  It took her all of about 3 minutes to adjust to her new
surroundings .. one look at the food dishes, one quick trip to the litter box and then into the
front room and up on the couch.  No fear, no hiding, no bother.  She took over the house and
my heart.   Every morning at around 4:30 AM, she would wake me with a vivid purring and kitty
kisses.  She was always open for petting and love, her scratching box,  and personal attention;
her to me and me to her.

 On New Years Eve, 2010 I was involved in an accident on Northside Drive, when I tried to avoid
hitting a dog.  I was on my scooter, but was not wearing my helmet.  It could have been worse,
but due to the head injury, I now have mid-level Traumatic Brain Injury.  My beloved landlord Bill
took care of April during my hospitalization and my dear friend Jean took her home with her as I
would be living with her for a few weeks upon my discharge.  April was the perfect guest at
Jean's house and when I got there, having April in my lap, purring loudly and loading me with
kitty kisses was the best I had felt in over a month.  When we moved back to our home, she
was always about 6 inches away from me.  Where I went, she went ...if I sat outside on the
patio, she would sit at the door and watch me.  When I came back in, she would walk around
me, over my lap, check out my feet and shower me with more kitty kisses.  Her attention to my
care and well being was as important to my recovery as the doctor appointments and
medications.  She loved me back to health.  I wish I could have done the same for her, but her
illness was so extensive that the only love I could give her was to ease her pain.

 My heart is breaking right now and I keep expecting to see her on the bed, looking at me.  But
in that deep pain, I can assure you that your Seniors for Seniors program is a priceless gift for
two hearts looking for a place to hang together.  I would have given anything to spend a longer
time with April, but I wouldn't have missed the past 8 months we shared.  She and I were a
perfect pair.

 With sincere appreciation,  I remain .......

 Respectfully,

 Lynda K. Paradise

Key West, Florida

 

For all Facebook fans
 
Our good friend Sydney Waring tells us about a feature offered by Facebook that you
may not be aware of: When your birthday comes around, you can ask your friends to
celebrate by donating to a cause dear to you. What a good idea!

photo submitted by J.T. Thompson (see Alumni News)

Making our name clear (again)
 
[We were surprised how many people told us that until they read the article in our last
newsletter, they had no idea that we are not affiliated with any other national organization that
we thought we'd repeat it for those of you who missed it.]
 
Did you know that the Florida Keys SPCA is a completely independent, private, not-for-
profit organization? We are not under the umbrella of, nor are we funded by any other
national humane organization. We don't receive state or federal funding, either.
 
Yes, we receive funds from Monroe County under our contract to provide animal
control services in our jurisdiction but that is only part of the story. Maintaining the
high standards of care we provide for our animals, including veterinary care, costs an
additional $90,000 each year - and that's just for shelter operations and does not
include our other important programs such as spay/neuter and community
outreach. We search out grants, of course, but most of our shortfall is made up of
donations from people like you, and others who hold fundraisers for us through the
year. Every donation, large and small, is important, needed and much appreciated.
Thank you for the part you play in helping us help the animals in our care.

Foster parents news
 
With kitten season in full swing, our loyal team of kitten foster parents have been
busier than ever caring for these tiny creatures until they are big enough to return to
the shelter for adoption.  Other foster parents have opened their homes for dogs
recovering from surgery or illness.
 
Our hurricane foster parents are standing by hoping not to be called this season --
fingers crossed that we will be hurricane-free, but it is good to know that our animals
will be in excellent hands should the need arise.
 
If you would like to join our roster of foster parents, please call the shelter at
305.294.4857. As a foster parent, we provide you with everything you will need for the
animal, including food, and medications if needed. What you provide is a loving home
environment and lots of TLC.
 
While TLC is not tax-deductible, FKSPCA supporter Bunnie Smith thought our readers
would be interested to hear that, according to the Wall Street Journal, the IRS
recently ruled that volunteers of animal rescue groups may deduct unreimbursed
expenses that further the groups' missions, such as fostering animals. Bravo, IRS! (Of
course, you should consult your tax professional for more information on this.)
 ________________________________________________
 

 Kudos to Consumer Reports
  
The August 2011 issue of Consumer Reports includes an article entitled Tame Your Pet
Costs. All the photos were of shelter animals and a sidebar, Save a Pet and Save
Money, pointed out the many advantages of adopting a shelter pet, and promoted the
pluses of adopting adult pets.
 
Comparing dollars and cents, Consumer Reports say that a rescue pet can be a lot
cheaper that the "free" purebred or mixed pup or kitten from a friend. Why? The
"freebie" needs a visit to the vet for a checkup and first shots, then spaying or
neutering. all of which are usually included in a shelter's low-cost adoption fee. (Here
at the FKSPCA, we also include free micro-chipping, too.)
 
Another item in the same article that caught our eye was that the patent has expired
on fipronil, one of the active ingredients in Frontline Plus. With the market now open to
competitors, we will likely see cheaper flea and tick protection for our pets before very
long.  
 

Our Mission
 

The Florida Keys SPCA is dedicated to promoting the humane
treatment of all animals through compassionate care, adoption,

education, population control and humane law enforcement.
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